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Elementary Book Lesson for Caregivers and Educators

Book Title
Classified: The Secret Career of Mary Golda Ross, Cherokee
Aerospace Engineer by Traci Sorell, illustrated by Natasha Donovan

Recommended Ages
7 - 12 years old

Book Summary to Share With Children

This is a biography of Mary Golda Ross, a Cherokee educator,
mathematician, and engineer who designed fighter airplanes and
worked on top secret aerospace projects for the US space program.
Let’s read to find out more about Mary Golda Ross’s life and how she
used her Cherokee values to pave the way for women and American
Indians in math and science fields.

Reflection Questions for the Caregiver/Educator
e Growing up, what messages did you receive about male and female gender roles and

expectations?
What messages did you receive about the contributions of Native Americans to modern society?
What messages are your children getting?
How can counter rigid gender stereotypes and expectations as well provide more positive
examples of the ways in which Indigenous peoples contribute to your community and the US as a
whole?

Reader’s Note
Read the Author’s Note at the back of the book to learn more about the author’s journey and about Mary
Golda Ross.

Also read about the four Cherokee values. Note the language and pronunciation guides for each word
and practice saying the words out loud. Learning to pronounce names and words from another culture is
a form of respect and can teach children to honor the languages and cultures of those who are different
from them.

Connection to Social-Emotional Learning and Anti-Bias Education

SEL ABE

Self-Awareness Empathy and Understanding
Self-Management Healthy Complex Identities
Social Awareness Respect Across Differences
Relationship Skills Notice, Name, and Reject Bias
Responsible Decision-Making Responsiveness and Action

For more information about AMAZEworks and other book lessons and resources, visit our website at
www.amazeworks.org.
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Discussion Questions

1. What are some of the ways that Mary Golda Ross contributed to her community and to the fields
of math and science?

2. Why is Mary Golda Ross such an important role model for women and girls? And for Native
Americans?

3. Mary was the first known Native American, female engineer in white, male-dominated fields.
What might have been hard about that? How did her male co-workers treat her? What do you
think gave her the drive and courage to pursue her dreams?

4. Review the four Cherokee values. What are some examples from the story of how Mary lived
each value throughout her life?

a. Gaining skills in all areas of life
b. Working cooperatively with others
c. Remaining humble when others recognize your talents
d. Helping ensure equal education and opportunity for all
5. What are some examples of these values in your own life?
6. What more do you want to learn about Mary Golda Ross?

Journal Questions/Activities
1. Four Cherokee Values:

a. Review the four Cherokee values in the back of the book and have children attempt to
sound out the Cherokee pronunciations of each value. Practice with them and discuss the
importance of making an effort to use the correct pronunciation of a different language as
a form of respect for languages and cultures that are different from one’s own. Make a
connection to correctly pronouncing unfamiliar names as well.

b. Have children illustrate or write a story about one or all of the four Cherokee values in
action.

c. Have children identify a value that is important to them (or family or community) and
illustrate or write a story that shows that value in action.

2. Research other important Indigenous people who contributed to American culture and society.
Draw a picture or write a story about someone you learn about.

For more information about AMAZEworks and other book lessons and resources, visit our website at
www.amazeworks.org.
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Elementary Book Lesson for Caregivers and Educators

Book Title
We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know by
Traci Sorell, illustrated by Frané Lessac

Recommended Ages
9 -12 years old

Book Summary to Share With Children

In celebration of Indigenous People’s Day, the students in this book
each give a presentation on important laws, policies, challenges, and
triumphs that have affected Native Nations and peoples in the US since

From the creators of We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga

BRI TRANE LESSAC Europeans arrived on this continent centuries ago. This nonfiction book
highlights the ways in which Indigenous people have struggled, resisted,
and worked to preserve their languages, cultures, and rights.

Reflection Questions for the Caregiver/Educator
e What did you learn in school about Native Americans growing up? How much of your education
and understanding of Indigenous peoples may have been rooted in stereotypes, myths, and
biases?
e Why might it be important to present vibrant, positive, contemporary Native stories and
experiences to children in order to counter these negative portrayals of Native history and
peoples that still exist today?

Reader’s Note

The back of the book provides More Information (page 32) on each of the twelve topics in the book,
including information about each illustration. There is also a Timeline (page 34) starting from 1871 with
important events between the United States and Native Nations that are rarely taught in school. “This
timeline begins when the treaty making was officially ended by the U.S. government. This is when
Indigenous people generally disappear from curriculum.” It is important to familiarize yourself with
this history and additional information so you can answer children’s questions. Also read the
Author’s Note (page 39) for more context about the book and the author.

Here is a video of the author, Traci Sorrell, being interviewed and talking about the process of making the
book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DxVnKx0faY

Vocabulary
It is important to introduce this vocabulary before reading the book. There is also a Glossary of Terms
(page 38) in the back of the book.

e Treaty - a negotiated legal agreement made and signed by two or more sovereign
states/governments

For more information about AMAZEworks and other book lessons and resources, visit our website at
www.amazeworks.org.
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e Sovereignty - authority over people, land, and resources. Native Nations are sovereign states,
meaning that they each have independent authority over their own people, land, and resources
that is separate from the United States government.

Connection to Social-Emotional Learning and Anti-Bias Education

SEL ABE

Self-Awareness Empathy and Understanding
Self-Management Healthy Complex Identities
Social Awareness Respect Across Differences
Relationship Skills Notice, Name, and Reject Bias
Responsible Decision-Making Responsiveness and Action

Discussion Questions
1. After reading about each topic, pause to let children look at the illustrations. Ask:
a. What questions do you have about this topic?
b. What additional information do the illustrations give you about this topic?

2. What surprised you in learning about these different laws, policies, and events that have affected
Native peoples in the US?

3. Why do you think the author repeats the phrase, “We are still here!” at the end of each new
Indigenous People’s Day “presentation”?

4. What are some examples of how Native Nations have fought for their rights as sovereign states
and held on to their languages and cultures?

5. What are some examples of US government laws and policies that hurt Indigenous peoples?
What are some examples of US government laws and policies that tried to support Native
peoples or fix past laws that had been harmful?

6. Why is it important to learn about Native American history and hard topics like what is presented
in this book?

Journal Questions/Activities

1. Write or draw about any emotions that came up for you as you read the book. Why did you have
those feelings? What support do you need to process and move through them?

2. Choose a topic from the book to learn more about (either from the original twelve topics or from
the Timeline on page 34). Look at the list of Sources on page 38 to do some independent
research. Draw your own illustration on the topic to show what else you've learned about this
topic.

For more information about AMAZEworks and other book lessons and resources, visit our website at
www.amazeworks.org.
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